Primary giant cell tumor of soft tissue of the groin - a case of 46 years duration.
Soft tissue giant cell tumor (GCT-ST) of low malignant potential is an uncommon neoplasm, considered the soft tissue counterpart of giant cell tumor of bone. GCT-ST mainly affects young to middle-age adults and presents as a painless growing mass mainly located in the lower extremities and trunk. Histologically, this tumor is characterized by a mixture of uniformly scattered osteoclast-like multinucleated giant cells intimately admixed with short fascicles of spindled cells. Complete excision with negative surgical margins is associated with a benign clinical course in most cases. The authors report the clinicopathological and immunohistochemical features of an unusual GCT-ST of 46 years duration previously histologically misdiagnosed as Kaposi's sarcoma. Histologically, the tumor was characterized by a multinodular growth pattern with osteoclast-like multinucleated giant cells admixed with spindle cells partially arranged in a storiform pattern, fibrosis and foci of haemorrhage and mature bone. Immunohistochemistry revealed CD68 reactivity of the multinucleated giant cells. GCT-ST is a rare neoplasm characterized by benign clinical course if excised adequately, as shown by our case of exceptionally long duration. Emphasis is placed on the importance of differential diagnosis with other giant cell-rich soft tissue neoplasms because clinical behaviour, prognosis and treatment significantly differ.